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McAllister, Ray

From: McAllister, Ray
Sent: Thursday, October 07, 2004 3:07 PM
To: 'lowe.maryfrances@epa.gov'
Subject: OPP-2004-0205; GHS Comments Deadline, Extension Request

TO: Mary Frances Lowe, EPA

FROM: Ray S. McAllister
CropLife America
Tel: 202-872-3874
Cell: 202-577-6657
Fax: 202-463-0474
e-mail: rmcallister@croplifeamerica.org

On behalf of CropLife America, I would like to request that the comment deadline for 
"Pesticides; Implementation of Globally Harmonized System; Notice of Availability" (69 FR 
52262; 8/25/2004; Docket Number OPP-2004-0305) be extended by 90 days, in order to give 
industry and other stakeholders adequate opportunity to provide the quality analysis that 
is essential for the EPA to make informed decisions.  Please let me know as soon as 
possible if this request can be granted.

Our member companies have expressed an interest in doing a short pilot project on 
representative pesticide product labels to assess the economic costs of the options EPA 
has proposed.  Information from such pilot projects would be of high value for EPA in 
making adjustments to the process and decisions regarding its implementation.  But it 
would take a good share of the 90-day extension to do this properly.

As we have begun to review the GHS proposals, it is apparent that a number of rulemaking 
changes would be required to accommodate GHS.  Furthermore, coordinating GHS 
implementation with ongoing regulatory programs is likely to be quite complex.  These 
aspects, too, would take additional time to evaluate.

Several organizations representing registrants of FIFRA regulated products have expressed 
an interest in collaborating on comments on these implementation proposals.  I am sharing 
this request with my industry colleagues, encouraging them to express their support for an
extension of the deadline.


